When toner image T5 is brought close to the heater 31 2, the signals A int _ a5 A int _ b , 
and are raised to the black level to drive the corresponding heating members 312a, 
3 12b, 3 12c, and 3 12d. Thereby, the toner image T5 is heated and fixed on the recording 
^ sheet P. The signals A int a , A int b , A int c and A int d are then dropped to the white level so as to 

pre-heat the heating member 312a, 312b, 312c, and 31 2d when the toner image T4 is brought 
away from the heater 3 12 as the recording sheet P is being transferred through the fixing unit 
311. During this operation, all the signal A int . a - A int _ d are activated and, in this case, the fixing 
process for the toner image T5 is executed with the power consumption same as that of a case 
in which a heating member having a width covering the whole sheet width is activated. 



IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a clean copy of Claims 6, 9, 16, 21, 24, 26, 31, 36, 39-42, 47, 48, 51, 
54, 61, 66 and 69, with marked-up versions attached. 



^ 6. (Amended) A fixing apparatus as defined in Claim 3, wherein each of said at least 



two parallel heating elements has a width in a range between 0.01 mm and 5 mm. 



9. (Amended) A fixing apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said heater 
controller selectively energizes said plurality of heating elements. 



16. (Amended) A fixing apparatus, comprising: 
. heating means for heating an unfixed toner image formed with toner on a recording 

Qt sheet in accordance with image informatioh, said heating means having a line shape 

orthogonal to a direction in which said recoiding sheet is transferred; 

endless belt means for being rotated w^th an inner surface thereof sliding over a 
surface of said heating means; 
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pressure roller means being held for rotation in contact with said endless belt means 
under pressure to form a nip therebetween, said pressure roller means being arranged at a 
position opposite to said heating means relative to said endless belt means; and 

heater controlling means for energising said heating means in accordance with said 
image information, 

wherein, when said recording sheet ii brought to said nip with said unfixed toner 
image facing said endless belt means, said pressure roller means applies pressure to said 
recording sheet against said endless belt mean4 so that said unfixed toner image is fixed on 
said recording sheet with heat by said heating mbans as said recording sheet is transferred by 
movement of said endless belt means and said pressure roller means. 



21 . (Amended) A fixing apparatus as defined in Claim 18, wherein each of said at 
least two parallel heating elements has a width in a range between 0.01 mm and 5 mm. 



V 



24. (Amended) A fixing apparatus as defined in Claim 22, wherein said heater 
controlling means selectively energizes said plurality of heating elements. 



/ 26. (Amended) A fixing apparatus as defined in Claim 16, further comprising guide 

^) r °Uer means for supporting said endlLs belt means and serving as cooling means for cooling 
^ said toner image after said toner imagers fixed with heat by said heating means on said 

recording sheet, said guide roller being abanged at a position downstream from said heating 
means in said direction in which said recording sheet is transferred. 




3 1 . (Amended) A fixing method of image forming, comprising the steps of: 
forming a nip between an endless\belt and a pressure roller which are held for rotation 
in contact with each other under pressure; 

providing a heater at position inside shid endless belt, in contact with said endless 
belt, and opposite to said pressure roller relative to said endless belt, said heater having a line 

\ 
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shape orthogonal to a direction in whifch a recording sheet having an unfixed toner image 
formed with toner in accordance with image information is transferred; 



ij\ rotating said endless belt and saifl pressure roller, said endless belt sliding over a 

& / 

surface of said heater by rotation; 



transferring said recording sheet to said nip, said recording sheet being in an 
orientation in which said toner image faces said endless belt; and 

energizing said heater in accordance vs^th said image information when said toner 
image is brought to said heater. 
<v 36. (Amended) A fixing apparatus as defined in Claim 33, wherein each of said at 

least two parallel heating elements has a width in a range between 0.01 mm and 5 mm. 



39. (Amended) A fixing method as defined in Claim 37, wherein said^energizin^ 
Jtj step selectively energizes said plurality of heating elements. 



on 



40. (Amended) A fixin^nethod as defined in Claim 31, further comprising the step 
(\ of cooling said toner image after s^jd toner image is fixed with heat by said heating step 

said recording sheet. 

41. (Amended) A fixing methW as defined in Claim 31, further comprising the step 
of providing a guide roller for supportinjksaid endless belt and for serving as a cooling 
member for cooling said toner image after \aid toner image is fixed with heat by said heating 
step on said recording sheet, said guide roller\being arranged at a position downstream from 
said heater in said direction in which said recording sheet is transferred. 

42. (Amended) A fixing method as defirifed in Claim 31, further comprising the step 
of providing a member for causing said endless belMo tightly hold said toner image and said 
recording sheet together until said toner image is fixed on said recording sheet after said 
toner image is subjected to the heat of said heating step. 
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47. (Amended) An imag^tforming apparatus as defined in Claim 46, wherein said 
* toner includes a resin as a main adhesive agent and has properties of a softening or melting 

point in a range between 50 °C and and a viscosity in a range between 10 and 10 13 




under a temperature above said softening meltipg point. 



48. (Amended) An image forming apparatus as defined in Claim 46, wherein said 
heater includes at least two parallel heating elements, each of which has a line shape 
orthogonal to said direction in which said recording sheet is transferred. 



*\fy 51. (Amended) An image forming apparatus as defined in Claim 48 5 wherein each of 

said at least two parallel heating elements has a width in a range between 0.01 mm and 5 mm. 



- L 54. (Amended) An image forming apparatus as defined in Claim 52, wherein said 

heater controller selectively energizes said plurality of heating elements. 



61. \<^mended) An image forming apparatus, comprising: 

image forming means for forming a toner image with toner on a recording sheet in 

v ^ ^ accordance with image information; 

\ 

heating means forlieating an unfixed toner image formed with toner on a recording 



Lb 

4 



^ sheet in accordance with imagdnnformation, said heating means having a line shape 

^ orthogonal to a direction in which s&id recording sheet is transferred; 

endless belt means for being rotatfe<^ with an inner surface thereof sliding over a 
surface of said heating means; 

pressure roller means being held for rotatiorNn contact with said endless belt means 
under pressure to form a nip therebetween, said pressure poller means being arranged at a 
position opposite to said heating means relative to said endles^belt means; and 

heater controlling means for energizing said heating means i\ accordance with said 
image information, 
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